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JURY TRIALS

AAA Auto Sales & Buyers, Inc., Igor Levit and Scott Cohn
vs. Susan S. Barron and Law Office of Susan S. Barron

06 L 617

Lake County - Waukegan

September 29 - October 8, 2008

8

I defended an attorney who represented plaintiffs in an
underlying real estate purchase and subsequent litigation
against an existing tenant on the purchased property.
Plaintiffs complained that they were unable to move their
used car business to the commercial property purchased for
$900,000 due to their being unaware at the time of purchase
of the existing on-site used car business tenant having options
to renew his lease and existing non-compete provisions
within the lease.

Not Guilty after plaintiffs’ request for $3,500,000.
Raymond J. McKoski/Lake County

Robert C. Heist of R. Connor & Associates, P.C., 222 E.
Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 309, Lake Forest, IL 60045

Jalyn Reed, a minor, by and through her Mother and Next
Friend, Roxanne Reed, and Roxanne Reed, individually, vs.
Carmen Woods, M.D.

06 L 176

Lake County - Waukegan

September 2 - September 8§, 2008

5

I defended an obstetrician who plaintiff claimed failed to
diagnose right shoulder dystocia at the time of the birth of the
minor and applied excessive lateral traction at the time of
birth.

Not Guilty after jury demand of $3,000,000.

Raymond J. McKoski/Lake County

Kent M. Lucaccioni & Michael Ortyl of Kent M. Lucaccioni,
Ltd., 20 S. Clark Street, Suite 1700, Chicago, IL 60603



Case Name

Case Number

Court

Dates

Number of Trial Days

Type

Disposition
Name/Address Judge
Name/Address Opposing Counsel

Case Name

Case Number

Court

Dates

Number of Trial Days

Type

Disposition
Name/Address Judge
Name/Address Opposing Counsel

Case Name

Case Number

Court

Dates

Number of Trial Days

Type

Disposition
Name/Address Judge
Name/Address Opposing Counsel

Carol Thurlby vs. James Foskett, M.D.

03 L 239

Winnebago County - Rockford

August 4 - August 7, 2008

4

I defended a physician who plaintiff claimed transected of the
iliac artery during L4-5 microdisketomy

Not Guilty after jury demand of $250,000.

Edward Prochaska/Winnebago

David E. Schwartz of Kralovec, Jambois & Schwartz, 60 W.
Randolph, Chicago, IL 60601

Jack Stienmetz, Individually and as Special Administrator of
the Estate of Rebecca Stienmetz vs. Michael Hogan, M.D.,
Rockford Cardiology, Ltd., Orest Mryszuk M.D. and
Rochelle Community Hospital

00 L 327

Winnebago County - Rockford

October 1 - October 18, 2007

14

I defended an emergency room physician who allegedly failed
to diagnose a fatal heart attack

Not Guilty after demand of over $600,000.

Edward Prochaska/Winnebago County

Michael Clancy of the Clancy Law Offices, 7 S. Second
Avenue, St. Charles, IL 60174

Larry D. Young & Ruth A. Young vs. Morris Marc
Soriano, M.D.

03 L 187

Winnebago County - Rockford

April 3 - April 13, 2007

9

I defended a neurosurgeon who allegedly delayed in
performing surgery to avoid paralysis.

Not Guilty

Patrick J. Heaslip/Winnebago County

Harold J. Turner of Law Offices of Harold J. Turner, 1330 E.
State Street, P.O. Box 4504, Rockford, IL, 61110 &

James K. Muehlhausen & John C. Muehlhausen of Muller,
Tolbert, Muehlhausen, Groff & Damm, 216 Fourth Street,
Logansport, IN 46947-7010
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Travis Graff v. Napoleon Abando, M.D.

02 LA 138

McHenry County - Woodstock

February 21 - March 1, 2006

7

Plaintiff claims defendant was negligent in perforating small
intestine while running the bowel in laparoscopic
appendectomy.

Not Guilty

Michael Caldwell/McHenry County

Ian R. Alexander of Goldberg & Goldberg -Chicago, Peter A.
Nicholson of Goldberg & Goldberg- Chicago - for plaintiff
33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1930, Chicago, IL 60602
Telephone - 312-368-0255

Estate of Jordan D. Scott, deceased minor v. Dr. Stuart M.
Lesser, Family Medicine for McHenry County

03 LA 277

McHenry County - Woodstock

May 24 - June 11, 2004

15

The case involved failure to diagnose a bowel obstruction in
a 5 year old boy resulting in death 15 months later. Child
was operated on the morning after being admitted and a
bowel obstruction, known as a volvulus, was discovered.
Most of the small intestine and some of the colon were
removed due to necrosis from the lack of blood supply. On
July 9, 1997, Jordan was airlifted to Children’s Memorial
Hospital in Chicago. He spent 89 days at the hospital over
the next 14 months before dying on Oct. 27, 1998, from the
complications of a short bowel. Medical bills were $450,000.
Demand of the jury was $10,450,642. Hospital had settled
prior to trial for $2,900,000.

Deadlocked v both defendants (jury hung 7-5 for defendants
after 10 hours of deliberations over 2 days)

Judge Michael T. Caldwell/McHenry County

Robert S. Baizer and Joseph E. Kolar of Baizer & Kolar - for
plaintiff, 513 Central Ave., Suite 500, Highland Park, IL
60035

Telephone- 847-433-6677
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Estate of Ralph Knippen v. Dr. Basudeb Saha

94 LA 387

McHenry County - Woodstock

November 26 - December 6, 2001

9

Plaintiff claims that Defendant improperly performed
pacemaker surgery without first stopping anticoagulant
therapy resulting in his ultimate death. The surgery was
complicated by several episodes of asystole. On June 28,
patient saw Dr. Saha for bleeding and was placed in the
intensive care unit for four days and underwent a two-unit
blood transfusion and was given vitamin K to reverse the
effects of the anticoagulants.

Not Guilty

Michael T. Caldwell/Woodstock McHenry County
Kenneth C. Chessick of Kenneth C. Chessick M.D. for
Plaintiff, 1870 N. Roselle Rd. Suite 104 Schaumburg, IL
60195

Telephone- 847-843-8044

Rome Smith, a minor v. Dr. Camela McGrath-Harris

99 L 80

Lake County - Waukegan

June 25 - July 13,2001

14

The case involved a claim for obstetrical malpractice in
failing to timely deliver a baby who suffered cerebral palsy
and profound mental retardation. During the delivery, the
baby suffered hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy caused by
cord compression and developed cerebral palsy, seizure
disorder, cortical blindness, aspiration pneumonia by history,
failure to thrive, profound mental retardation, as well as
inability to communicate and ambulate. Post medical bills
$645,000 with significant future income and medical losses
anticipated. Demand to the jury $40,000,000.

Not Guilty

Judge John R. Goshgarian/Lake Co. - Waukegan

Jeffrey M. Goldberg and Mark A. Brown of Jeffrey M.
Goldberg & Associates, 33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1930
Chicago, IL 60602

Telephone- 312-368-0255
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Deanne Murray v. Dr. George L. Stankevych

98 LA 145

McHenry County - Woodstock

January 8 - 18, 2001

9

Plaintiff claimed failure to diagnose ectopic pregnancy with
resultant delay leading to the loss of fallopian tube.
Not Guilty v Stankenvch, Ward and Lake-McHenry
Pathology

Directed Not Guilty v Northern Illinois Medical Center
Michael T. Caldwell/Woodstock McHenry County
Jerome A. Vinkler of Vinkler Law Offices Ltd.
Clarendon Hills, IL for plaintiff

Marcia Wallin & Gary Wallin v. Dr. William E. Woods and
Victory Memorial Hospital

98 L 598

Lake County

February 20 - 23, 2001

4

Plaintiff claimed improper insertion of trocar, lacerating
inferior vena cava.

Not Guilty

Barbara Gilleran Johnson

Eric A. Krumdick of Fraterrigo, Beranek, Feiereisel &
Kasbohm for plaintiff, 55 W. Monroe St., Suite 3400,
Chicago, IL 60603

Telephone- 312-782-9255

Dorothy Lutchen, Frank Lutchen v. Dr. Robert C. Munson,
Jr.

99 L 642

Lake County - Waukegan

October 16 - 25, 2000

8

Plaintiff claimed delayed diagnosis of stomach cancer
resulting in reduced life expectancy.

Not Guilty

John G. Radosevich/Waukegan, Lake County

John W. Fisk and Joan R. Stohl of Kenneth C. Chessick M.D.
for plaintiff, 1870 N. Roselle Rd., Suite 104, Schaumburg, IL
Telephone- 847-843-8044
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Carolyn Kellam v. Dr. Roger Lundquist

96 MR 102

McHenry County - Woodstock

November 1 - 5, 1999

5

Plaintiff claimed mastectomy was improperly performed
resulting in ulnar nerve injury and loss of use of right hand
and partial loss of use of right arm.

Not Guilty

Michael J. Sullivan/Woodstock, McHenry County
Burton A. Gross, Chicago, Illinois for plaintiff

20 N. Clark St., Suite 501, Chicago, IL 60602
Telephone- 312-641-5898

Frances Carpenter v. Dr. Ricardo N. Nabong

94 LA 83

McHenry County - Woodstock

May 24- June 4, 1999

10

Plaintiff claimed heart attack occurred following emergency
open ureteral pyelolithotomy.

$400,000($35,000 disfigurement; $115,000
disability,$125,000 past pain and suffering; $125,000 future
pain and suffering; $0 disability)

Michael T. Caldwell/Woodstock, McHenry County

Craig D. Tobin and Thomas Petkus of Craig D. Tobin &
Associates, for plaintiff

Three First National Plaza, 70 W. Madison St., Suite 1950,
Chicago, IL 60602

Telephone- 312-641-1321
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Estate of Krystyne Szamlewski, deceased minor v. Dr.
George L. Stankevych

95 LA 196

McHenry County - Woodstock

May 3 - 7, 1999

5

Plaintiff claimed inappropriate labor instruction with Pitocin
resulting in birth of severely neurologically impaired infant
with up to 100 seizures per day and death at 11 months of age
with $209,000.00 in medical bills.

Not Guilty

Michael T. Caldwell/Woodstock, McHenry County

Michael E. Coppedge of Cowlin, Curran for plaintiff

20 Grant St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Telephone- 815-459-5300

Beena Stirling v. Dr. Michael J. Quinn

94 L 1784

Lake County - Waukegan

November 16 - 19, 1998

4

Plaintiff claimed delay in diagnosing stress fracture that
defendant caused in unsuccessfully removing femoral rod
leading to additional future surgeries.

Not Guilty v. both defts

Terrence J. Brady/Waukegan, Lake County

Randall F. Peters of Randall F. Peters & Associates

for plaintiff

53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 1009, Chicago, IL 60604
Telephone- 312-922-0924

Cheryl Nelson v. Robert Kessler

94 L 63

McHenry County - Woodstock

August 24, 1998, - September, 1998

2 weeks

Plaintiff claimed failure to timely diagnose breast cancer.
Not Guilty

Haskell M. Pitluck/Woodstock, McHenry County
Donald R. Brewer for plaintiff

10 W. Terra Cotta Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-356-6900
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Estate of Jill Twinam v. Dr. Michael Lesser

93 L 98

McHenry County - Woodstock

March 2 - 19, 1998

14

Plaintiff claimed failure to diagnose and treat diabetes,
diabetic ketoacidosis and thyroid storm resulting in death of
22 year old wife and mother of 2 children. Following
radioactive iodine treatment on April 4, 1991, patient lost
10% of her body weight and started vomiting. She was
hospitalized on April 18, 1991 and was diagnosed with
diabetes and diabetic ketoacidosis and had severe electrolyte
changes and depletion of potassium. She suffered three
cardiac arrests and died 15 hours after admission to the
hospital.

Not Guilty v. both defts

Michael T. Caldwell/Woodstock McHenry County

Valerie Harris Adler and Robert J. Rooth of Adler

& Rooth, Chicago for plaintiff

Valerie Harris Adler- 230 W. Monroe St., Suite 2525,
Chicago, IL 60606

Telephone- 312-443-1488

Robert J. Rooth- 1330- B Sherman Ave., Evanston, IL 60201
Telephone- 847-869-9100

Joellen Bukowski v. Dr. Norberto Martinez

92 L1723

Lake County - Waukegan

October 9 - 18, 1996

8

Plaintiff alleges failure to diagnose and treat chromosome
defect (Swyer’s syndrome) in 17 year old cheerleader
resulting in significant growth.

$560,000 after 20% off $700,000 v all defts ($100,000 loss of
normal life; $350,000 past pain and suffering; $250,000
future pain and suffering

Bernard E. Drew/Waukegan, Lake County

Steven K. Jambois of Kralovec, Jambois

for plaintiff

60 W. Randolph St., 4™ Floor, Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone- 312-782-2525
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James Joseph Raemont v. Dr. Paul H. DeHaan

93 LA 17

McHenry County - Woodstock

June 4 - 12, 1996

7

Plaintiff claimed defendant improperly placed a femoral
intramedullary rod resulting in unnecessary derotational
osteotomy.

Not Guilty

Michael J. Sullivan/Woodstock, McHenry County
Jeffrey E. Martin of Karlin & Fleisher

Chicago, Illinois for plaintiff

111 W. Washington St., Suite 1505, Chicago, IL 60602
Telephone- 312-346-8620

Tamatha Dunteman v. David Jilek

94 LA 283

McHenry County- Woodstock

April 22 - 25, 1996

4

Automobile personal injury involving fibromyalgia.
$50,000 ($22,000 medl.; $8,000 disability; $20,000 future
pain and suffering)

James C. Franz/Woodstock, McHenry County

James J. Romag of Casey & Brannen for defendant
Timbers Professional Ctr, 240 W. River Dr., St. Charles, IL
60174

Telephone - 630-513-0006

Est. Gene Spataro v. Dr. David Herman, et al.

93 L 709

Lake County - Waukegan

February 13 - 23, 1996

9

Plaintiff claimed failure to diagnose congestive heart failure
resulting in death.

Not Guilty v all defendants

Bernard E. Drew/Waukegan, Lake County

Terrence J. Lavin and John Nisivaco of Terrence J. Lavin &
Associates for plaintiff

10 S. LaSalle St., Suite 2101, Chicago, Illinois 60603
Telephone- 312-849-2424
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Estate of Jerome Webb v. Dr. Dharmvir S. Verma

94 LA 176

McHenry County- Woodstock

February 21 - March 9, 1995

13

Plaintiff claimed defendant improperly utilized cautery in
colonoscopy resulting in perforation, colostomy and suicide.
Defendant admitted to changing operative report as to extent
of cautery used.

Not Guilty v. Verma; Lesser dismissed.

Haskell M. Pitluck/Woodstock, McHenry County

John W. Fish and Patricia Raymond of Kenneth C. Chessick
for plaintiff

1870 N. Roselle Rd., Suite 104, Schaumburg, IL 60195
Telephone- 847-843-8044

Diane Dickman v. Dr. William E. Woods

91 L 1402

Lake County - Waukegan

April 19 - 23, 1993

5

Plaintiff claimed defendant improperly repaired dehiscence
following episiotomy leading to fecal incontinence.

Not Guilty

Bernard Drew/Waukegan, Lake County

Donald T. Morrison and Margaret Borcia of Morrison &
Morrison for plaintiff

32 N. West St. Waukegan, IL 60085

Telephone - 847-244-2660
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James P. Breneisen, Jr. v. Dr. Michael J. Quinn

91 L 759

Lake County - Waukegan

March 8 -12,1993

5

Plaintiff claimed defendant was negligent in treating a
comminuted semi-oblique fracture that resulted in non-union
and subsequent surgery.

Not Guilty

Terrence Brady/Waukegan, Lake County

Anthony Blumberg for plaintiff

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1410, Chicago, IL 60602
Telephone - 312-368-8669

Robert Long (Antioch) for plaintiff

Est. of Leo Alan Crotty v. Dr. Robert Munson

90 L 63

Lake County - Waukegan

Sept. 23 - Oct. 1, 1991

7

Plaintiff claimed fatal delay in diagnosing and treating
pulmonary embolism.

Not Guilty all defts.

Jack Hoogasian/Waukegan, Lake County
Christopher Patrick Ford- for plaintiff

150 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 690, Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone - 312-372-0505

Estate of Brandon Hawes v. Dr. Gary Button

88 LA 39

McHenry County- Woodstock

May 20 - 24, 1991

5

Plaintiff claimed improper telephone diagnosis of baby
breathing lead to failure to diagnose epiglottitis and caused
death of 1 year old baby.

Not Guilty

Roland Herrmann/Woodstock, McHenry County
Kenneth Chessick, M.D. for plaintiff

1870 N. Roselle Rd. Suite 104, Schaumburg, IL 60195
Telephone - 847-843-8044
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Nancy K. Angsten v. Kristi L. Stalnaker

88 LA 142

McHenry County - Woodstock

April 19 - May 2, 1991

5

Automobile personal injury case involving delayed diagnosis
of tendonitis.

$10,000

Michael J. Sullivan/Woodstock, McHenry County
Vette E. Kell of Kell, Nuelle, & Loizzo for defendant
666 Russell Ct., Suite 100A, Woodstock, IL 60098
Telephone - 815-338-8810

Jay and Debbie Garner v. A.J. Spataro, Bub’s Pub and Grub,
Ltd and Sidney Mollusc, Jr

87 LA 229

McHenry County - Woodstock

March 11 - 18, 1991

6

Automobile personal injury case resulting in fibrositis.
$226,500 ($95,000 Jay, $64,000 Debbie v. Spataro; $32,000
and $35,000 v. Mollusc - uninsured, not guilty v. Bob’s Pub
and Grub)

Michael J. Sullivan/Woodstock, McHenry County

Robert J. Sandner of Casey & Brannen (Spataro-Farmer’s
Insurance) John H. Wilhelm (Naperville - for Bub’s) for
defendants

Casey, Brannen & Romag, 240 West River Drive, St.
Charles, IL 60174

Telephone - 630-513-0066
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Dale Innis v. Mario Francine

88 LA 182

McHenry County- Woodstock

March 12 - 16, 1990

5

Head on - Defendant crosses to avoid car resulting in broken
nose.

$50,310 ($27,140 to Dale, $22,670 Richard, $250 each wife)
(Admitted Liability)

Michael J. Sullivan/Woodstock, McHenry County

Deft. Atty: Robert S. Phillips of Kell, Nuelle, & Loizzo (State
Farm) for defendant

666 Russel Ct. Suite 100A, Woodstock, IL 60098

Telephone - 815-338-8810

Jerrie L. Hanus v. Dawn M. Hochertz

87 LA 305

McHenry County - Woodstock

March 5 -9, 1990

5

Passenger whiplash at intersection collision.

$8,212, allocated 30 pct. v. Hochertz (own Driver), 70 pct.
($5,784) v. Letza, not guilty v. Illinois Bell

Roland A. Herrmann/Woodstock, McHenry County

Deft. Attys: Mark W. Conrad of Hinshaw’s (Waukegan - for
Hochertz-Aetna) Jerome A. Vinkler of Must, Palmer, &
Schroeder (Letza-Aetna) Todd Shivers (staff-Illinois Bell) for
defendant

110 N. West St. Waukegan IL 60085

Telephone - 847-249-0300
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Harold Vontin v. Ronald Selzer

87 LA 248

McHenry County - Woodstock

March 13 - 16, 1989

4

Rear end-stalled car hit by two resulting in broken ribs and
clavicle.

$56,900 to Vontin after 15 Pct. Reduction, allocated equally
between other two; $6,350 to Mueller allocated 85 pct.
($5,397.50) v. Selzer, 15 pct. ($952.50). Vontin

E. Thomas Lange/Lake County

Deft. Attys: Michael T. Caldwell of Caldwell, Berner
(Mueller - State Farm) Robert J. Sandner of Casey &
Brannen (Selzer- Farmers Insurance) Bradford D. Roth of
Cassiday, Schade, & Gloor (Vontin - Prudential) for
defendant

100 1/2 Cass St. Woodstock, IL 60098

Telephone - 815-338-3300

Ronald L. Blaul v. Richard Beers

86 LA 226

McHenry County - Woodstock

December 13 - 26, 1988

Two weeks

Head on automobile/personal injury case where plaintiff had
non-surgical herniated disc.

$191,250 after 10pct. reduction from $212,500 v. Beers,
Crystal Lake Furnishings; Not Guilty v. Mouhelis

Michael J. Sullivan/McHenry County

Deft. Attys: John A. Sandberg of Thomas & Hinshaw (Aetna-
Beers-C.L. Furnishings) Stephen Frew (Rockford - Ohio
Casualty - Moubhelis) for defendants



Case Name

Case Number

Court

Dates

Number of Trial Days

Type

Disposition
Name/Address Judge
Name/Address Opposing Counsel

Case Name

Case Number

Court

Dates

Number of Trial Days

Type

Disposition
Name/Address Judge
Name/Address Opposing Counsel

Case Name

Case Number

Court

Dates

Number of Trial Days

Type

Disposition

Name/Address Judge
Name/Address Opposing Counsel

Dr. William Kenner, M.D. v. Dr. Edward Wilt

84 LA 134

McHenry County- Woodstock

August 1 -4, 1988

4

Plaintiff alleged improper restraint used on agitated elderly
patient.

Not Guilty

Henry Cowlin/McHenry County

Thomas L. Ruth- for plaintiff

Harold D. Forsythe v. Winn Davidson

85 LA 20

McHenry County - Woodstock

April 20 - 23, 1987

4

Personal injury case from auto/horse accident resulting in
separated shoulder.

$67,000 after 33 pct. Reduction from $100,000 for pltf. Negl.
Henry L. Cowlin/Woodstock, McHenry County

Robert S. Phillips of Kell, Nuelle, & Loizzo for defendant
666 Russell Ct. Suite 100A, Woodstock, IL 60098
Telephone - 815-338-8810

Linda Bush v. Donald Campbell

78 LA 151

McHenry County - Woodstock

October 26 - 29, 1981

4

Personal injury resulting when passenger injured while 2 cars
were racing, resulting in broken femurs.

$71,250, after $3,750 deducted for 5 pct. plaintiff negligence,
allocated $58,500 (78 pct.) against Marker, $12,750 (17 pct.)

v. Campbell

Roland Herrmann/Woodstock, McHenry County

James C. Franz of Franz & McGuire/Crystal Lake, Illinois for
Plaintiff
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